
2017 was not an easy year for Gouda Wind Farm. As with the 
well-known drought in the Western Cape, we also had less wind 
than in an average year. This meant that we generated and sold 
less electricity to Eskom than forecast.

On the Social Economic Development side, the drought also 
affected the poor communities. We therefore continued helping a 
number of community support programmes including the School 
Feeding Scheme (details in this newsletter).

We are very happy that building commenced on the Early 
Childhood Development Centre in Gouda. We want to thank all 
our employees and partners who helped to get this project going.
We also want to thank our partners in all the other projects that 
we report on in this newsletter. Let us hope that the rains return 
to our area in 2018.
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POTHOLES REPAIR TRAINING – A ROAD TO A NEW 
START
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Every day, millions of women throughout South Africa make 
massive sacrifices to provide for their families and their 
communities. The women of Gouda, Saron, Hermon and Riebeek 
West are no exception. More often than not, the households of 
these communities are headed by women who, with very little 
money and resources, do what they can to make ends meet. 

Women’s Day, in recognition of the courage, resilience and strength 
of women, is celebrated in South Africa each year in August. On 16 
August 2017, the Gouda Wind Farm funded a fabulous Women’s 
Day event for a number of women of all ages who were selected 
by the local communities.

The Gouda Wind Farm employees who facilitated the event were 
ably assisted by primarily women-owned local businesses that 
did the catering, provided the music, the gifts and prizes. Guest 
speakers enlightened the guests with empowering speeches on 
subjects such as ‘Women and drug abuse’, ‘How to survive as 
a victim’, as well as the ‘History and relevance of Women’s Day’. 

Feedback from the women who attended was gratifying. For a day 

CELEBRATING WOMEN

they had a well-deserved break from their everyday struggles and 
challenges and were recognised and treated like the very special 
people they are.

DRIVING RENEWABLE ENERGY HOME

Every year on 1 December, the Gouda Wind Farm works with 
communities and clinics in the areas around the energy facility 
to raise awareness of HIV/AIDS, especially amongst the youth.

The goals are for the youngsters to have fun while being 
educated about the disease and to overcome stigmatisation 
by encouraging communities to support people who are 
affected by and/or infected with HIV/AIDS.  Hermon is a small 
community with a large percentage of HIV-positive people.

On 1 December 2017, the World Aids Day event, funded by the 
Gouda Wind Farm, was held on the Hermon Sports field. The 
theme was, ‘Support the fighters and admire the survivors’. 
Among the speakers was a HIV-positive Hermon local who 
delivered a strong, inspirational message about survival and 
how people, by becoming involved, can help those affected by 
the disease.

Thanks to the funding provided by the Gouda Wind Farm, and the 
involvement of the Centre for Early Childhood Development (CECD), 
the young children of Gouda are now being prepared for formal 
schooling in the safety and comfort of a secure, well-quipped and 
modern building fitted out with quality furniture and educational 
equipment.

Previously, the Gouda Educare Centre consisted of small, 
uncomfortable cabins. With the new, spacious facility, more and more 
of the community’s little ones can receive quality early childhood 
development opportunities from teachers and community members 
(mainly parents) upskilled by the CECD. 

SUPPORTING THE FIGHTERS, ADMIRING  
THE SURVIVORS 

In May 2017, 12 young, unemployed Gouda residents experienced a new start 
when they underwent Potholes Repair Training.  Provided by the registered FET 
Tjeka Training Matters College and funded by the Gouda Wind Farm, the 5-day 
training course aimed to make a real, positive difference to a select group of Gouda 
community members by empowering them with much needed skill and knowledge. 

The timing of the course was aligned with the Government’s roadworks project on the 
R44/R46. Before the roadworks started, the 12 young men and women were equipped 
with the necessary skills to effectively contribute to the success of the project. 

The Gouda Wind Farm believes that businesses must continuously look for and find new ways to help 
create a normal standard of living and quality of life in the communities in which they operate. The 
Potholes Repair Training course is such a way.

BUILDING FOUNDATIONS FOR THE FUTURE

Towards the end of last year the South African Wind Energy Association (SAWEA) in partnership with the CSIR and the Durban University of 
Technology, took off on a ‘Build-A-Windroute ENERGY DRIVE across the country.   The aim was to stop at schools and spread the good news 
about renewable power. The Roodezandt Secondary School in Saron was one of the many schools visited.



1.In one hour, the sun provides more energy to earth than    
  the whole world uses all year. 

5.The production of wind energy produces more jobs than  
  any other form of energy production.

2.Centuries ago, a scientist named John Herschel invented    
  the first Solar Cooker. 

6.The blades of a wind turbine are usually expected to last     
  for 20 to 30 years.

3.PV cells made from one ton of sand can produce as much  
  electricity as burning 500,000 tons of coal.

4.Wind turbines create electricity while wind mills produce  
  mechanical energy.

Part 3: Wind energy educational series

Electricity produced in wind turbines is transported to your 
business or home via a series of transmission and distribution 
networks. Each component of the network changes the voltage 
so it can move to the next part of the network. 

Wind turbines capture the kinetic energy in wind and convert 
it into electrical power. Large blades on the turbine rotor are 
connected to an electrical generator. 

Electricity from the wind turbine generator travels to a 
transmission substation where it is converted into extremely 
high voltage for long distance transmission on the transmission 
grid. This grid comprises a series of power lines that connect 
the power sources to demand centres. 

Power substations at the demand centers convert the high 
voltage power from the transmission grid to a lower voltage 
power. From here it moves into a smaller distribution grid 
to which your home or business is connected via another 
transformer. Here the distribution voltage is converted to the 
desired voltage.

Gouda Educare Centre. The Centre receives beneficiation 
through the largescale ECD Development Programme.

Good Hope RFC. For the manufacture and procurement of 
the 3rd team’s uniforms. Also, will sponsor first aid training, 
the supply of a first aid kit and assist the club to become 
registered as a Public Benefit Organisation (PBO).

Saron Football Club. Help members receive first aid training 
and first aid kits.

Tulbagh Sports Academy. The Gouda Wind Farm is 
committed to assisting the department to ensure that not 
only will the Tulbagh Sports Academy receive beneficiation, 
but that the beneficiation will accrue to the broader Tulbagh 
community as well.

In addition, the Gouda Wind Farm will sponsor the first aid 
training for a key member of the gym staff, as well as first 
aid kits.

Temperance RFC. The wind farm is willing to assist 
through discussion with the local government regarding the 
establishment of a local outdoor gym which will benefit both 
players and the broader community.

In addition, the wind farm is willing to allocate funding for the 
following:
• Training and development of coaches
• First aid training
• Paramedic training
• Supply of paramedic level and first aid kits, and
• Assistance with the registration of the club as a PBO entity.

SA JKA Karate. Will sponsor the procurement of the 150 
squares of 40mm karate mats. In addition, Gouda Wind Farm 
hereby agrees to sponsor first aid training and the supply of a 
first aid kit, as well as assistance with the registration of the 
club as a Public Benefit Organisation (PBO).

Gouda Service Centre. For the manufacture and 
procurement of tracksuits for the elderly, who regularly partake 
in the Golden Games, a Provincial and National competition 
where Senior Citizens over the age of 60 compete in various 
events. Furthermore, the Gouda Wind Farm will assist the club 
to become registered as a Not for Profit Organisation (NPO).

Badisa Saron Percy Bilton Service Centre. The wind farm 
will assist with the procurement of sports equipment and 
other direct programme requirements.

Saron Verenging Vir Gestremdes. The purchase of 40 
plastic chairs.

The organisations whose proposals were unsuccessful said 
that regardless of the outcome of their proposals, they had 
already won as they have gained new insights and tools which 
they will effectively use back in their communities.

HOW DOES ELECTRICITY MOVE FROM THE 
WIND TURBINE TO YOUR HOME?

WIND ENERGY FACT FILE

FROM WORKSHOPS TO WORKING  
COMMUNITIES 

These are just a few of the many positive comments from local 
businesses and organisations that attended the second Capacity 
Building Training Workshop in Riebeek West in October 2017. 
The ultimate aim of the workshops is the ongoing development 
of sustainable initiatives that address the serious social needs in 
areas around the Gouda Wind Farm. 

The facilitators stressed the need to lessen the element of 
competition among organisations and encourage a spirit of co-
operation and bonds of trust within each town and across different 
towns. 

The workshops also invited organisations to submit proposals 
for funding. The successful organisations received the following 
assistance:

‘The workshop has helped me to plough back 
into my community.’ 

‘I’ve learnt so much, but I know there is so much 
more to learn.’

‘I now know how to address my community in a 
different and better way.’

‘I’m working closer with other organisations to 
strengthen the development of my community.’

‘This training workshop enlightened my world. 
It gave me insight into my community.’

Badisa Riebeeck West. Soup Kitchen

Young Stars Senior Club. Items provided: unbleached linen 
Calico, brushes, Dala fabric, cotton for over locker, tablecloth, 
serviettes, pillow cases, curtains, pliers, beading material.

Badisa Saron Home Based Care Programme. Items are: 
blood pressure machines, glucose testing machines, adult 
diapers, and other direct programme requirements.


