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Dear members 
 
 
A YEAR IN REVIEW: SAWEA’S PR ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2014 
 
Welcome to our review of SAWEA’s public relations achievements in 2014.  
 
In terms of our industry profile, we accomplished much increased interest from the local, 
national and international media, forged closer relationships with journalists and presented 
our first award for best coverage on wind energy to ‘Cape Times’ writer Melanie Gosling . The 
number of journalists and media outlets attending and covering our annual conference 
Windaba increased by almost 100% rising from 30 in 2013 to 56 in 2014. 
 
We achieved a monthly average of 14 published news articles and radio/TV interviews 
resulting directly from our own media releases, blogs and suggested topics in line with industry 
milestones using both proactive and reactive targeted messages. The PR value of our coverage 
(as calculated using cost of equivalent advertising space) reached a monthly average of 
ZAR 719,627. 
 
Our conversations with journalists in 2014 have convinced us of the media interest in the 
community-related elements of our renewables story. The significant funds generated for local 
communities by our wind farms mean that our industry is genuinely changing lives – we have 
a fantastic opportunity to share details of such initiatives with journalists and ensure these 
good news stories reach the wider public. Our PR focus for 2015 will include an increased 
drive to find and share these case studies about community initiatives and projects funded 
through our wind farm developments. We urge you as members to help us raise the profile 
of your own organisation and the industry as a whole in a positive way by sharing information 
about your current activities and future plans for your wind farm’s neighbouring communities.  
 
Please send details to Jo Reeves: pr@sawea.org.za and please also consider adding this email 
address to your local wind farm newsletters. 
 
Please enjoy our selected highlights of 2014 media coverage. 
 
 

 
Johan van den Berg (CEO) 
 
 

mailto:admin@sawea.org.za
mailto:pr@sawea.org.za
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FEBRUARY 2014 
 

 Integrating wind into South Africa’s grid 

African Green Media  
http://africagreenmedia.co.za/integrating-wind-into-south-africas-grid/ 

 
 
MARCH 2014 
 

 Powerless ...as wind energy awaits go ahead 

Cape Times 
 

 
 
 
 
APRIL 2014 
 

 
 
 
 

A feature on a proposed windfarm in Lesotho and the threat it poses to the future of bearded 
vultures. The skies between Lesotho and SA is home to the endangered bearded vulture. 
While the Letseng Windfarm is a step towards renewable energy, all bearded vultures that 
are monitored by Sonja Kruger of Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife have been recorded flying over the 
site where the farm is erected. The wind turbines could be lethal obstacles to the vultures. 
Bonne investigates the issue. The following spokespeople were quoted: Johan van der Berg - 
CEO: SA Wind Energy Association,Dave Lucas – Eskom, David Allan - Curator of Ornithology. 
The Durban Natural Science Museum Samantha Ralston - Birds and Renewable Energy 
Manager for BirdLife South Africa was mentioned. 

http://africagreenmedia.co.za/integrating-wind-into-south-africas-grid/
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MAY 2014 
 

 Wind energy gathers momentum as Hopefield farm fully operational 

Engineering News 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/wind-energy-gathering-momentum-
hopefield-farm-fully-operational-2014-05-16 

 
 Power to the Future – Winds of Change 

Cape Argus 

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/wind-energy-gathering-momentum-hopefield-farm-fully-operational-2014-05-16
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/wind-energy-gathering-momentum-hopefield-farm-fully-operational-2014-05-16
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The Cape Argus has reported that the two wind farms established in Cape Town 
have made a difference to the power grid over the past year. South African Wind 
Energy Association CEO Johan van den Berg chats to the presenter about the 
importance of wind farms, how they work and how they contribute to the grid. 
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JUNE 2014 
 

 Wind Beneath their Wings 

Energy Forecast 
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 Wind Energy is Powering Ahead and Can Empower Communities 

Cape Argus 
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JULY 2014 
 

 Wind industry hosts multi-stakeholder workshop on community development 

Energy Blog 
http://energy.org.za/home-energy-and-communities/137-wind-industry-hosts-
multi-stakeholder-workshop-on-community-development 

 
 Wind Farms to the Rescue 

Municipal Focus 
 

 
  

http://energy.org.za/home-energy-and-communities/137-wind-industry-hosts-multi-stakeholder-workshop-on-community-development
http://energy.org.za/home-energy-and-communities/137-wind-industry-hosts-multi-stakeholder-workshop-on-community-development
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AUGUST 2014  
 

 Locals are key to a greater energy windfall 

Cape Argus (opinion pages) 
http://www.sawea.org.za/media-room/related-articles/131-locals-are-key-to-a-
greater-energy-windfall.html 

 
 
SEPTEMBER 2014 
 
 Renewables delay a concern as connection risks rise 

Engineering News 
http://engineeringnews.co.za/article/renewables-delay-a-concern-as-
connection-risks-rise-2014-10-01/ 

 

 TV: Newsleader interview with Johan Van den Berg and James Green   

http://www.sawea.org.za/media-room/related-articles/163-test.html 
 
 
OCTOBER 2014 
 
 Green Business Guide – Windaba preview 

http://www.greenbusinessguide.co.za/windaba-2014/ 
 
 Energy Minister and head of Treasury’s PPP unit both confirmed to attend 

Windaba 

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/energy-minister-and-head-of-
treasurys-ppp-unit-both-confirmed-to-attend-windaba-2014-09-29 

 
 High powered panel to discuss crtitical issues in SA electricity sector at 

Windaba 

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/print-version/high-powered-panel-to-
discuss-critical-issues-in-sa-electricity-sector-at-windaba-2014-10-22 

 
  

http://www.sawea.org.za/media-room/related-articles/131-locals-are-key-to-a-greater-energy-windfall.html
http://www.sawea.org.za/media-room/related-articles/131-locals-are-key-to-a-greater-energy-windfall.html
http://engineeringnews.co.za/article/renewables-delay-a-concern-as-connection-risks-rise-2014-10-01/
http://engineeringnews.co.za/article/renewables-delay-a-concern-as-connection-risks-rise-2014-10-01/
http://www.sawea.org.za/media-room/related-articles/163-test.html
http://www.greenbusinessguide.co.za/windaba-2014/
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/energy-minister-and-head-of-treasurys-ppp-unit-both-confirmed-to-attend-windaba-2014-09-29
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/energy-minister-and-head-of-treasurys-ppp-unit-both-confirmed-to-attend-windaba-2014-09-29
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/print-version/high-powered-panel-to-discuss-critical-issues-in-sa-electricity-sector-at-windaba-2014-10-22
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/print-version/high-powered-panel-to-discuss-critical-issues-in-sa-electricity-sector-at-windaba-2014-10-22
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NOVEMBER 2014 
 

 Significant wind farms job benefit 

Cape Times 
http://www.iol.co.za/scitech/science/environment/significant-wind-farm-jobs-
benefit-1.1775279#.VJBU3TGsWSp 

 
 Wind energy to benefit communities in South Africa 

Engineering News 
http://m.engineeringnews.co.za/article/wind-energy-to-benefit-communities-in-
south-africa-2014-11-04 

 

 SA wind farms exceeding estimates 

My Alberton 
http://www.myalberton.co.za/sa-wind-farms-exceeding-estimates/ 

 

 South Africa to benefit from Wind Energy 

Polity podcast 
http://www.polity.org.za/article/daily-podcasy-november-4-2014-2014-11-04 

 

 TV interview 

ENCA 
http://www.sawea.org.za/media-room/interviews/184-enca-interview.html 

 
 
 

http://www.iol.co.za/scitech/science/environment/significant-wind-farm-jobs-benefit-1.1775279#.VJBU3TGsWSp
http://www.iol.co.za/scitech/science/environment/significant-wind-farm-jobs-benefit-1.1775279#.VJBU3TGsWSp
http://m.engineeringnews.co.za/article/wind-energy-to-benefit-communities-in-south-africa-2014-11-04
http://m.engineeringnews.co.za/article/wind-energy-to-benefit-communities-in-south-africa-2014-11-04
http://www.myalberton.co.za/sa-wind-farms-exceeding-estimates/
http://www.polity.org.za/article/daily-podcasy-november-4-2014-2014-11-04
http://www.sawea.org.za/media-room/interviews/184-enca-interview.html

